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The Amphlbex one Acadian’s
dream of entrepreneurship

By CATOL MacKINMON
BATHUEST = Past white homses

| with coloused trims that hug the

comiline, the Pipeon Hill el
bk & lime-green besuz B i
waiers

It*s called the Amphibes, apd i2's
ane man's way af petling oul of &
decliming Iwhery and into Buslsies
far himeelf,

Paml Laplisie ssd his partser
Noelline Richard mvested i the
srange bnlf-a-million dollar crenture
of the sea that can crawl on land,
flcat snd novigase in water. Ii's an
“amphibian excwvetor,” amd it can
travel up 10 eight knots, #% the
lemgth of 2 eall Dby

With kg poles firmby plunsed ar
ame end of the harge-like wessel, the
Amaphibex lals itselfl oo the lee in
the Pigeom Hill wharf, and breaks it

; & fishermen,™

| eaming down.

“l e §

| mmid Mr. Laplsste. “Foureon pears

wshore, [ yaan mid-shore.
“I saw that the fishery was going
doramnlsili, 1 saw the problems,

"1 was the mapaper of the wharf
here, smid | swew the problems with
the port silling up, which #ope the
bl fromn getting indo rhe whaed,

e stoed at the edge of e whart,
wilkie-talkie s hand, directing the
next mvements bis machime shouald
malke.

He wzid he'd been looking fog &
pace of aqmipesrat 0 bep drodpe
oul whirves for cight years, amd
badn’t foumd anvthing versatile

. efough, and what he fouand was gl

| machioe worked sad liked i

old equipmens,

He said be sow am ad in & maga-
wne, wenl B0 Tamato to sse bow (b
[EES
gl [ neXt foer years Erying to
work aut o wny o el (e equipeens
tir nocihenstorn Mew Brunswick,

He said peaple call it the Frog
Because il works on land and weter,

He bmghs when sked whss
Amphibex looks like "Ti"s 5 J&the

[T ST T ———

Faad Laplants oversees his ice-breaking contract at the Pigeon Hill wharf.,

rabotio, but everyone thar wes i i
impressed. People were ot tbe whard
all day walching i

“In walkr om e, il poc: = the
waber B 3 badl, 0's Enprepiee™
T il

o far, business i poieg well, bar
he's disappoinied he kasn't gotben
ENY  EOvernmenl  SUPpoTE Vel
“We've created five jobhe with this,
and when Vo firss sawmm 8 banaoes,
it akew o e o get rhe
R pTEnce. ™

the sumnwr, the machine

wairks 24 hours 2 day, with four peo-
ple warking the 12-kour shifrs.

He ol the machine m May 1998,
and there hosa™t b “too much™
work, but be bepes o expond his

weribory 10 southern New Drus-
wwick, breaking the #e om civers o
aviid ﬁ-mrdm

Ihe Amphibex war weed during
the ssavch fior & young couple who
dmappeared m  Fombe-Sapim. [0
alie tmvelfed as far s Val d'Or,
L, 500 kilooerees away in Quebee 1o
et clay out of the bottom of & whar!
t4a% noolher machine had been ghle
0 do “We discover things |abhous
s empciiner] an w0 along,

“This seazen wan the A2 time we
bad a maciine 1hat can go inte the
whasl mnd break 2e,” He said ibai®s
wechal to the Jubsder Naherneen o the
beginming of the stazoo.

Clearing off the joe; Mr. Laplanse
5 mutpﬁnmeﬂ:p in his Enn

Facmy & lerce northern wand ag the
Pigeon HiW wharf, he looked owver 1o

the ocsan and talksd abow rhe
potentinl fior touTism,
& nex fesborand bl would

awericed the wharl, with fresh lob-
ster ared sealleps = what he imagines

*Wou can see Miscow [sland
bridge, snd om & good diy, all the
way to the Girepe moustakng. "

He s will | the proces of
requesting poweTREGN  Addistance,
but Wmsically ke and his parener put
all af their savings ineo the myvsteri-
aus réen nachine.

Amd aithough it's ool bees ey,
he suid ir wes 2 “nice challenge *
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