BY SHAWN BERREY

N.B. man helps N.S. t0 avert Ud

for the past week.
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Since last week’s ioce storm,
the town has endured flooding

e,

RIDGEWATER, M5
— An Aczdian Peninsula
man znd his [oating
cxcavator spent the weekend
breaking up ice in Bridgewa-
ter, M5, to help with flooding.
Paul LaPlante of Pigeon
Hill haz been in the communi-
locared about 100 kKilome-
| e southwrest of Halifax, since
Thursday, using his foating
excavator to break up an ke
| jam on the LaHave BEiver that
has caused haveo in the wam

el

and the threat that the ice
buildup on the over could
destroy the community’s

bridges.

“We saw they had big prob-
so we c¢alled and
explained that we could do
this. They were hesitant, but I
initiative to come
down and give them a demon-
stration,” Mr. LaPlante said
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from Bridgewater. ,

Mr. LaPlante and his crew
were contracted for 15 hours of
work on the river Thursday
and Friday, with the Province
of Mova Scotia and the Town
of Bridgewater splitting the
£330 an hour cost of the pon-
toon excavator. They wers
hired to stav on until Sunday
afternoan. :

While locals are most inter-
ested in the floating excavators
work, the contraption itself has
garnered some CUriosity.

“When we put the machine
in the water Thursday, they
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Eco Technologies of the Acadian Peningula is the only company in the
Maritimas with 2 floating excavalor cagable uf_nuaklnq_un ice,

were really impressed,” said
Mr. LaPlante, whose Eco
Technologies 15 the only com-
pany in the Maritimes with
such a vehicle

The machine arrives on a
trailer, raizes itself like a spider
o the rrailer can be pulled out
from underneath it, and using
i moveable pontoons and itz
showvel, the machine carries
itself to the water. Omce there
it can float or slide on the ice.

“When we get there with
the machine, we put it on the
water and we break the we,
clearing up the jams."™

The current, he said, takes
the ice away.

ICE: Contraption garners curiosity

“But we go down to that
pther place first and make a
large hole to receive the ice so
it won't cauge more problems
somewhers else.™

Bridgewarer and the Nova
Scotia government didn't have
the budget to completely
remove the jam, Mr. LaPlante
gaid.

“We did what they wanted
us to, made a canal for toe
water to flow through.™

“] made a canal, so at least
the water can follow its course
and not flopd.™
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